HEALTH HAZARDS & WOOD

Some of the potential health hazards associated with fimber use

In Australia all wood dust is now classified as carcinogenic (liable to cause cancer) This list has been compiled to give woodworkers a little bit of an
insight into the potential health hazards posed by some of the timbers that are used.

This list is not meant to discourage you from woodworking just as a guide to help identify some of the problems you may de having with your health
or may possibly have in the future. It is a wise investment to purchase a good respirator especially if you are a woodturner or do a lot of sanding.
You may also need to look at putting a dust extractor into your workshop and even a small particle dust extractor which can eliminate particles as
small as 1 micron in size (invisible to the naked eye).

This is by no means a comprehensive list of timbers and their hazards. If you can tell us of more timbers and their hazards we would be grateful, and shall add them to this list. Please feel free to E-
MAIL us with any new info you may have.
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abura Tropical Africa Nausea, eye irritation, giddiness

a-dead-finish Australia Wood splinter and thorns cause skin irritation, dust causes dermatitis
afara Central & West Africa Splinters cause skin inflammation

African boxwood South Africa Irritation to nose and throat, headache, asthma fainting, shortness of

breath, erythema

African mahogany West Africa Skin irritation, dermatitis, nasal cancer




































