
  
 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday workshop is proving very popular with people coming and going  

Submitted by Nick Dykshoon 
 

 

 

Ongoing information below regarding general housekeeping below. 

Housekeeping 

New tools have been purchased and hung behind the workbench, as a shadow board has been made 

please return when finished. 

The Woodworm 
      September 2017    

 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Management Committee of the          

Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Some important dates for your calendar 

Social Night at Club West 5th September 

*Bunnings BBQ dates for the second half of the year are: Sunday 15th October, Saturday 

25th November, Friday 22nd December 

        General Club Duty Roster  
        September Kim,Horrie,Bernie                            

Gallery Roster 

                       Gallery Roster 

     Sat 30th  Sept Mike R/ Warwick 

                                  Sat 7th     Oct  Claire/ Verity 

     Sat 14th  Oct Marg/ Geoff 

     Sat 21st  Oct Kim/ Warwick 

     Sat 28th  Oct Bernie/? 

  

September 30th will not be a club maintenance day due to it being a long weekend, and several of our 

members are planning to be away., there will be  woodworking activities. The club will be providing a 

sausage sizzle lunch for those attending on the 30th,  

            Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell will now be 

presented on Tuesday 

evenings following the 

committee/general meeting 

 

Scroll Saw Workshop will be 

conducted by Bernie, next will be a 

triple draw box, when it it is to 

commence members will be notified 



 Members are still not cleaning up after themselves, especially the new Linisher. 

* Gallery - rostering details in Woodworm, and on calender in the club. 

* Workshop duty roster - to look after new members. 

* Gallery and external Club activities - wear club shirts or name tags. 

* Club name badge requests to Bernie, club shirts & jackets see WorkWise. 

Saturdays are being well attended, don’t forget to bring in food to use on the BBQ. 

Remember the last Saturday of the month will be a club sponsored Sausage sizzle, so come along and 

bring your project and appetite, just giving a bit back to the members. 

Fun Stuff 

A recent invitation to attend St Clair High School and see the outcomes from the students for their 

HSC projects. Horrie, Bernie, Marg, Geoff, Jenny and Kim went along, and we were quite impressed 

with the scale of ideas that evolved from these students. Of course we attended to support Siena, and 

to actually see the globe in all its glory was quite satisfying. There was some critique from Horrie and 

Bernie on some of the projects, but these are kids just starting out, and one would hope that they are 

using these efforts to critique themselves. That’s enough Bla Bla Bla, here are some photos from the 

night.  
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Scroll Saw Workshops 

Since the workshops have started at the clubhouse, there has been a resurgence in activity. Thanks 

must go to Bernie for stepping up to the plate after a few postponements occurred. You will notice in 

some of the photos, that Bernie has a smile on his face, he usually keeps it inside, but he must be 

enjoying himself too.  

Horrie also ran a Bud vase workshop, and I’ll have some more to show next month. 

Here are some photos from the workshops and of the finished articles. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Show and Tell 

Tuesday evening after the Committee Meeting there was a return to Show and Tell. 

First up  was a couple of Jewellery boxes from Jim Allen, made from Poplar, Jim has made two boxes, 

one is for his daughter and he kindly donated the other one to the club. At the moment it is in the 

Harrington Library with the MGL Woodworkers exhibition. 

 

 

 

 



 

Below is an information sheet supplied by Jim, note at the bottom handwritten extra uses for Poplar, 

orders can be taken. 



 



Turning a Vase by Nick Dykshoorn. 

To make the vase you can go one of two ways, use a piece of timber and end up with a particular 

design, or pick a design and choose the timber to suit. I like to pick the wood and see what I end up 

with, that’s my stuff. 

The other way round is to pick a design from a book which will show you the steps that you can 

follow. 

The wrong trees to use for example are almond, orange and other fruit trees that come from domestic 

areas, because they are highly irrigated and are supergrown. Once cut they will get a shock and 

generally crack. If you still want to turn that type of tree, you can wait approx. six years for it to dry 

out, or turn it green. If it’s turned green, allow for some re-turning later, don’t go too thin. Don’t 

throw anything away, as it will still be usable for other things, such as pen blanks etc;. 

Mounting on the lathe note that this is spindle work, a four prong will be fitted to the head stock, this 

will drive your timber, with a live centre in the tail stock. Once you commence turning, you will need 

to turn end down to a particular size for later mounting in a chuck, these are known as shark jaws 

because of the grip. You will need to measure your jaws in the closed position, this being the 

strongest grip, a full circumference. If you go to big the jaws will still hold your wood but the grip 

declines and bite marks will appear in the timber. 

I have beside me my strewth box of tools, when I open it the comment is usually “strewth”. There is a 

plethora of unique turning tools, some designed by me for a specific need. The members that were in 

attendance agreed that there were some interesting tools, and when I explained the various uses, it 

became clearer how they work. 

You then begin to shape your vase, you can use a skew, a roughing gouge, scraper or spindle gouge, 

whatever your skill level is comfortable with. 

Once you’ve finished the outside with your overall design, then you will want to turn the inside. To 

keep your piece steady I use a three wheel steady mounted on the lathe bed which allows me to put a 

bit of force, inside and out. To hollow there are several ways to hollow, if it’s a small vase then all you 

will need is a drill bit. A drill press type chuck fitted to the tail stock with the desired drill size fitted 

is ideal. You must bore your hole at a much slower speed, as the drill will get hot and the bit will 

clog. You should withdraw the drill from your vase several times and clean the drill and let it cool 

down a bit before finishing. 

Deeper vases will need longer drill bits to avoid the chuck damaging the vase end. If you need to 

remove the vase during the process, do not remove frome the chuck, take the whole chuck off, as you 

will never get the vase rechecked in identical position. Be sure to use the various measuring tools to 

monitor wall thickness. 

If you want hollow your vase rather than a straight hole, there are some specialty tools that will help, 

one in particular is the Munro. (Rolly Munro Hollowing Tools) 



Once you are happy with your vase, you will need to use a parting tool to separate the vase from the 

chuck. Do not cut all the way through with your parting tool as this tends to leave a furry break. If 

you use a hacksaw blade then be careful as they snap easily, my preference is a Japanese pull saw. 

You then use expanding jaws in the neck of the vase, allowing you to finish the base. Also if you used 

a drill bit for the neck of the vase you could use that same drill bit in a chuck on the head stock to 

support your vase whilst finishing, a steady is recommended. Remember that expanding jaws put a 

lot of pressure on the vase, but not so with green wood as it’s still a bit flexible. 

The use of EEE for finishing is good for up to #400 grit, and if you have cracks in you wood then it 

tends to get in the cracks and dries a white colour. If you do have some cracks then stick to using 

abrasive cloths to your desired finish. Another alternative is micromesh and is excellent on especially 

harder timbers and small items, and have extremely fine grades available. 

 

 



 

Thanks to Nick for his presentation, and I hope this has simplified the process involved with turning 

a vase, especially with the right tools, and a club that have some very resourceful members only to 

willing to assist. 

Kim. 

 


