
  

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing information below regarding general housekeeping below. 

Housekeeping 

We take housekeeping very seriously. 

 

 

The Woodworm 
      November 2017    

 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Management Committee of the          Manning-Great 

Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Some important dates for your calendar 

Social Night at Club West 5th December. 

Bunnings BBQ last one for the year, Friday 22nd December 

        General Club Duty Roster  
                       December 

                                                                      Kim/Warwick/Peter 

                       Gallery Roster 

      

     Sat 25th November   Peter/Bernie 

     Sat 2nd December  Alan/ 

     Sat 9th December  Ben/Lindsay   Doug/Cris already served 

                                                                  Sat  16th December  

  

            Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell will now be 
presented on Tuesday 
evenings following the 
committee/general meeting 

 

Xmas Dinner Party 1st December 

Club West Taree  6.00pm until 
9.30pm 



New tools have been purchased and hung behind the workbench, as a shadow board has been made please 

return when finished. 

 Members are still not cleaning up after themselves, especially the new Linisher. 

* Gallery - rostering details in Woodworm, and on calender in the club. 

* Workshop duty roster - to look after new members. 

* Gallery and external Club activities - wear club shirts or name tags. 

* Club name badge requests to Bernie, club shirts & jackets see WorkWise. 

Saturdays are being well attended, don’t forget to bring in food to use on the BBQ. 

Remember the last Saturday of the month will be a club sponsored Sausage sizzle, so come along and bring 

your project and appetite, just giving a bit back to the members. 

Fun Stuff 

We the Manning Great Lakes Woodworkers have a celebrity amongst us. 

 

Alan Poulton, the first man in the world to cut his finger on a scroll saw. 

 
 

 



Siena Hindmarsh and Noah at the end of school Formal held at Taree Race Course 

 



Thank you Ivan Holley. 
 

African Blackwood 
Dalbergia melanoxylon 

 
Recently Ivan Holley was offered a few bits of old timber that was to be cleaned up from 
somebody’s shed. As a dedicated woodie who appreciates not just woodworking, but also has a 
keen eye for fine and rare timbers, he could not resist his curiosity about one particular piece. It 
was quite grey, as most aged timbers would become after having been stored for long time. So he 
dusted it of and put it through his planer/thicknesser and was very surprised about what appeared 
in front of his eyes. He already realised it is heavy but the colours surprised him as it was very 
black with a light yellow strip of sapwood on one side. After some searching he concluded it is 
African Blackwood.  
Below is some information about the species and Ivan offered a piece to the Club’s wood 
collection where you will find this sample on the western wall in the workshop as sample No.1. 
 
Dalbergia melanoxylon is a flowering plant in the family Fabaceae, native to seasonally dry 
regions of Africa from Senegal east to Eritrea and south to the north-eastern parts of South Africa. 
The dense, lustrous wood ranges from reddish to pure black. It is generally cut into small billets or 
logs with its sharply demarcated bright yellow-white sapwood left on to assist in the slow drying so 
as to prevent cracks developing. Good quality "A" grade African Blackwood commands high 
prices on the commercial timber market. The tonal qualities of African Blackwood are particularly 
valued when used in woodwind instruments, principally clarinets, oboes, transverse flutes, 
piccolos, Highland pipes (keep an eye on Warwick!), and Northumbrian pipes.  

 

 

Thanks to Nick Dykshoorn 



Brazilian Mahogany 
Not to be confused with Eucalyptus resinifera ("resin bearing"), known as the Red mahogany, is a common 

eucalyptus tree of eastern Australia. Its range of distribution is from Jervis Bay north to about Gladstone, 

Queensland 
 

There are numerous species of mahogany and a number of other species of trees called mahogany 

in trade. Generally, “true” mahoganies are those in the genus Swietenia, the species of which are 

found throughout the Caribbean and Central and South America. 

 

Brazilian mahogany is "Honduras mahogany". There are two commonly-used species of South 

American mahogany - swietenia macrophylla ("big leaf" or "Honduran" mahogany) and swietenia 

mahagoni ("west Indian", "small leaf" or "Cuban" mahogany). 

 

The three species are: 

 Honduran or big-leaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla), with a range from Mexico to 

southern Amazonia in Brazil, the most widespread species of mahogany and the only true 

mahogany species commercially grown today. 

  West Indian or Cuban mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni), native to southern Florida and the 

Caribbean, formerly dominant in the mahogany trade, but not in widespread commercial use 

since World War II. 

 Swietenia humilis, a small and often twisted mahogany tree limited to seasonally dry forests 

in Pacific Central America that is of limited commercial utility. While the three Swietenia 

species are classified officially as "genuine mahogany", other Meliaceae species with timber 

uses are classified as "true mahogany." (Only the Swietenia species can be called "genuine 

mahogany." 

     

Mahogany has a straight, fine, and even grain, and is relatively free of voids and pockets. Its 

reddish-brown color darkens over time, and displays a reddish sheen when polished. It has 

excellent workability, and is very durable. Historically, the tree's girth allowed for wide boards 

from traditional mahogany species. These properties make it a favorable wood for crafting cabinets 

and furniture. 

Mahogany also resists wood rot, making it attractive in boat construction and outdoor decking. It is 

a tonewood, often used for musical instruments, particularly the backs, sides and necks of acoustic 

guitars, electric guitar bodies, and drum shells because of its ability to produce a very deep, warm 

tone compared to other commonly used woods such as maple or birch. 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell 

Tuesday evening after the Committee Meeting. 



 

 

Bernie has excelled himself once again with his toy making

  

 

Too many species to name, outstanding wheel effects. 



 

Geoff Ayling produced these Bud Vases 

 



 

A bowl by Horrie Beeton 

My apologies for not putting timber species in, I was not at the last meeting for Show and Tell, I could have 

rang around but I didn’t. 

Kim Fetherston.. 


