
  

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need to change a roster date let Kim know, this roster is consistent with the whiteboard in the club 

 

Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them 

The Woodworm 
      March 2018    

Newsletter of Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Management Committee of the 

Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Some important dates for your calendar 

Bunnings BBQ Sunday 6th May 

  General Club Duty Roster  

 

March 

Peter/Lindsay/Ken 

April 

Kim/Bernie/Ivan 

       

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

            Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them. 

 

Gallery Rosters 

Mar  24  Mike C 

Mar 31  Horrie 

April 7  Cris/Doug 

April 14 Geoff A 

April 21 Vanessa 

April 28 Verity 

There will be a 

support person on the 

day from members 

attending. 

 

 

Social Night 

 Club West 

Tuesday 3
rd

 April

Sat 31
st
 March 

Club Maintenance 

day 

Lunch provided 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Stuff Around the Club 

 

Bernie’s latest scroll saw workshop has been well received and those who took up the offer 

excelled in a different type of project. Bernie is planning another course later in the year, and if 

this latest project has whetted your appetite, then make sure you put your name up when the 

time is gazetted. It is important to inform of your intentions to participate, we will need to make 

sure there are adequate Scroll saws to cover, and some members may have to bring the extra 

saws needed. 

 

 

 

 

*New tools have been purchased and hung behind the workbench, as a shadow board has been made please 

return when finished. 

 Members must remember to clean up after themselves when using the machinary, especially the new Linisher. 

* Gallery - rostering details in Woodworm, and on calender in the club. 

* Workshop duty roster - to look after new members. 

* Gallery and external Club activities - wear club shirts or name tags. 

* Club name badge requests to Bernie, club shirts & jackets see WorkWise, in Whitbread St Taree.. 

Saturdays are being well attended, don’t forget to bring in food to use on the BBQ. 

Remember the last Saturday of the month will be a club sponsored Sausage sizzle, so come along and bring 

your project and appetite, just giving a bit back to the members. 



 



 

 

 

Below is a copy of the email sent to Warwick from the Editor of Australian Woodworker 

Hi Warwick, 

‘It’s been a remarkable achievement for Siena and it should be good for the Club 

I meet too many young people who would be only too happy to re-program my smartphone, but 

haven’t a clue how to swing a hammer or hold a spanner. 

Reliable tradespeople are increasingly hard to find, high paying jobs are harder to get, and 

therefore young people like Siena will have to pick up manual skills for the future if they expect 

to survive. 

With the loss of so much formal training in manual skills in our schools and TAFEs, Wood 

Clubs are becoming the main source of training for those wishing to take up woodworking. 

The whole experience of Siena working with your Club is a great example of what can be 

done.’ 

Steven Burrows, Editor, 

Australian Woodworking Magazine 

 

Below is the article on Siena’s Globe, I’ve added this to the Woodworm for those who don’t 

have a copy, or those that don’t make it to the clubhouse to read the club’s copy. 

It is great exposure for the club and the statement from the Editor of the magazine certainly 

highlights the necessity for our club, and that we are more flexible with membership than the 

Men sheds 
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Member of the Month of March. 

        

Kim Fetherston 

Well it’s time to give a little background about myself, I started in the workforce at 

age 15, as a Tank Boy on the NSW Railways at Eveleigh Running Sheds at 

Redfern. My job along with a mate from school was to empty water from the 

tenders of the steam engines, climb into the tanks and gather up loose scale, mainly 

rust, sometimes yabbies if the engine had been working country. From there I 

applied for a Roster clerk position at Enfield Loco, not quite as dirty, then an 

Engineers clerk at Delec at Enfield. By early 1967, I dropped out of work moving to 

Kings Cross joining the Hippy movement. I would do work around the Wayside 

Chapel for the Rev Ted Noffs in exchange for food parcels and grabbing floor space 

to sleep wherever I could. Late 1968 I returned to the railways as a Shunter at 

Cooks River Goods yard, that was a short lived experience when I nearly lost my 

leg during nightshift, decided I prefer to stay whole. 

In 1969 I started work as a Spring maker just off Broadway, Sydney, I stayed there 

for a number of years attaining the grade of 1
st
 Class Machinist. They relocated to 

Northmead after a few years; I left and went to work with a Plywood manufacturer 

in Gladesville. Six months later I returned to Springmaking at Northmead for 

another two Years. Saw a job advertised at Precision Springs West Ryde with better 

money and took it. 

About two years later my marriage broke down, and I then took up yet another job I 

saw advertised, Cray fishing in the Great Keppels on Wilson Island. I thought scuba 



diving is one of my hobbies I might as well get paid for it. After six months the 

cyclone season set in and I returned to Noosa Heads where my dad was living, 

stayed another six months returning to Sydney. Started in a timber yard in 

Sutherland, stayed there for seven years then onto Sutherland Shire Council for 

twenty years.  

I do hope you haven’t nodded off, and I will be looking for more stories from other 

members who have been a little reluctant to tell their story. 

Discussion point, something to consider 

Charge an honest sum for your work. 

The discussion about the price of your woodwork is as old as some of the trees we use to make the items from. It is never 

ending and we will probably never agree with the different opinions. So, if I may, this is my opinion, I hope to inform 

people of our work’s real value, whatever that means. 

Here are some up front statements: 

 • Most woodwork I make is because it is my hobby. I do it for pleasure. What happens with it is not important to 

me unless I make it for a purpose, e.g. as a gift, for a request, for a challenge, competition or exhibition. 

 • I have made some serious investments over the years for tools, materials, consumables, time and development. 

 • My reason for doing woodwork is not driven by profit, nor do I expect to cover costs on a cost/benefit analysis, it 

simply won’t work. 

 • I have heard comments about asking too much for items for sale in the Gallery. I don’t mind getting such advice, 

it adds to discussions. 

 • I have made comments about items being for sale too cheap. That also adds to discussions. 

Having said all this, I have sold items in the past and I did insist that any price tag should be fair to me and the purchaser. 

And that is what it is all about. 

There is a lot more to charging than wood and materials. There is the originality of thought, maintenance of tools and 

machines, consumables, how much your time is worth, the value and rarity of different timbers, the complexity and size of 

your work, the quality of your work, the locality of place of sale, competition of similar items at different prices, etc. 

Wood is a beautiful, natural and valuable resource that should be treated as such. Realising this helps us understand its 

beauty and worth. Surely it is better to charge a fair price and sell fewer pieces, than to demean your work and craft by 

charging next to nothing. 

I hope this is useful when you consider pricing your work for sale and/or when pricing your donations. 

Nick Dykshoorn. 

Quote: 

“Note how few people who work with wood are unhappy”.      J.B.Priestly 



                                                                                       

 

Show and Tell 

Tuesday evening after the Committee Meeting. 

Jim Allen 

  

        

Yellow Box Burl                                        Jarrah 

 

 

Roger 

Mallee Root Bowl 



 

Bernie 

 

 

Tip Truck various wood species 

 

 

Mike Clare 

 

First cutting board                                            Second cutting board 

And now he has an assembly line going, orders anyone? 



  

Peter Kinsella 

 

Trinket Box Red and White Cedar 

Ken E 

             

  



 

Well Ken it’s been well worth the wait, are you taking orders now??? 

 

Kim Fetherston.. 


