
  

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them 

The Woodworm 
      January 2018    

Newsletter of Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Management Committee of the 

Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Some important dates for your calendar 

Bunnings BBQ Saturday 17th February 

        General Club Duty Roster  
January 

Kim/Lindsay 

        February 

      Geoff C/ Margaret 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

            Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them. 

 

   

 

 

Gallery Rosters 

Jan 20    Peter K 

Jan 27     Ken E 

Feb 3       Claire 

Feb 10      Nick 

Feb 17      Robyn 

There will be a 

support person on the 

day from members 

attending. 

 

 

Social Night at new venue  

Manning River Hotel 

Tuesday 6
th

 February

Special Members meeting 

on 27
th

 January at the 

clubhouse. 

Discussion on how we  can 

best support the Gallery 

Committee more and what 

we would like from the 

gallery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Stuff Around the Club 

On Lindsay’s Member of the Month profile he indicated that everyone has a story to tell, well here’s 

Lindsays 

I left Sydney in 1979 and went overseas to work. I got a job working for an architect in Palo Alto, also known 

as Silicon Valley, a suburb of San Francisco. My official position was as “design draftsman “ which sounds 

very impressive but my actual job was as “gofer-boy”. The architect had suffered a heart attack and was bed-

ridden in hospital. My job was to pick up documents from him and deliver them to the relevant people on-site.  

The architect was responsible for building a very large factory in suburban Palo Alto for the Ford Motor 

Company. The factory was to build car parts (or that is what the public was told). However, I could not believe 

the level of security to access the site. There was more security than Fort Knox (where the U.S. gold reserves 

are kept). One day I fronted the architect and he admitted that it was in fact, a factory to build intercontinental 

ballistic missiles, and they did not want the Russians to know. Only in America would they build a missile 

factory in the middle of suburbia. 

Lindsay Story Part 3 

Whilst on the subject of missiles, the Cold War was at its peak. The USA had missile sites spread all over the 

country. These missile  silos were basically a large concrete pipe buried in the ground with a rocket sitting in 

them, armed with a nuclear warhead. The public was assured that they were perfectly safe. However, a farmer 

in Arkansas had his barn blown up. The military quickly cordoned off the area and access was refused. The 

*New tools have been purchased and hung behind the workbench, as a shadow board has been made please 

return when finished. 

 Members must remember to clean up after themselves when using the machinary, especially the new Linisher. 

* Gallery - rostering details in Woodworm, and on calender in the club. 

* Workshop duty roster - to look after new members. 

* Gallery and external Club activities - wear club shirts or name tags. 

* Club name badge requests to Bernie, club shirts & jackets see WorkWise, in Whitbread St Taree.. 

Saturdays are being well attended, don’t forget to bring in food to use on the BBQ. 

Remember the last Saturday of the month will be a club sponsored Sausage sizzle, so come along and bring 

your project and appetite, just giving a bit back to the members. 



official explanation was that the barn was destroyed by a fireball, however a reporter was able to sneak in and 

took a photo of a rocket with USAF written on the side, sticking out of the burnt out barn. When the truth 

finally came out it appears that a technician was working on the silo when he dropped a spanner into the silo . It 

hit the side of the rocket and dented it. As it was near the end of his shift he went home; he intended to retrieve 

the spanner the next day. The dent caused fuel to leak out. The rocket fires when two fuels are mixed together. 

An alarm was automatically set off and the silo filled with water, but that did not stop the rocket from firing. 

Fortunately the water changed the trajectory of the rocket, destroying the barn instead of Moscow as originally 

intended. It was the rocket fuel that exploded and not the nuclear warhead. We will never know how close we 

came to WW3 

 

 



 

Specifications: Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 

• Unit Cost:      $ 7m (1980) $26m (2016) 

• Length:          18.2 metres 

• Diameter:      1.7m 

• Warhead:       Thermo Nuclear  

• Range:           13,000 klm 

• Height:           1,100 klm 

• Speed:          28,200 klm / hr 

• Accuracy        within 200 m 

• Launch platform:      Missile silo 

• Contains      1.2 megetones of TNT 

• It takes 20 minutes from Kansas to Moscow. 

• At the height of the cold war the USA had 1,000 silo missiles 

• In 2017 there were 440 

_________________________________________ 

Nick’s story of interest 

    

 

I am sure most members have seen logs being transported on those big trucks on the way to the local 

timber mills. there they are handled with big machines into big sheds to get milled by big saws into 

big planks etc. Of course they need lots of space and lots of power. 

Attached is a photo of an old-time timber mill, called "houthandel" (timber trader) owned by G. van 

der Bul in Holland. This was a pre-war business where the logs were delivered floating down the 

canal to its destination. The benefits were: no need for expensive road transport, less pollution from 

heavy vehicles, less heavy transport on the roads, the water extracted unwanted oils etc. (tannins) 

from the wood, power was supplied by the windmill (one of their many uses) when there was wind 

which was most of the time. These mills were usually located in the country but the post-war housing 

showed that there was no chance of business expansion and I doubt whether it still exists, perhaps 

only as a museum. 

admittedly this business was not on the same scale as today's mills but some of the old practices 

could still apply today. 

 



 

Tech Stuff 

A FINISH YOU WON’T BELIEVE! 

Continued 

WHERE DO YOU GET IT? 

 

After having described the preparation of turned woodwork and application of Rustins Danish Oil, it is worth 

considering where to get it or how to make “Danish Oil”. I have always purchased the product when visiting the 

“Timber and Working with Wood Show”, although some suppliers can be found on the Internet: 

Carroll's Woodcraft Supplies: https://www.cwsonline.com.au/shop/category/-rustins-danish-oil 

The Woodsmith: www.thewoodsmith.com.au/thewoodsmith/rustinswoodsmith.htm 



There are other brands of “Danish Oil” like Watson, Cabot etc. about which I cannot offer an opinion for use on 

turned wood.  

Danish oil is a hard drying oil, meaning it can polymerize into a solid form. It is a "long oil" finish, a mixture of 

oil and varnish, typically around one-third varnish and the rest of Tung oil or polymerized linseed oil, although 

there is no defined formulation so its composition varies between manufacturers. The following ingredients are 

available in most hardware and paint shops. I found two recipes: 

Method 1: Mix 500 ml pale boiled (polymerized) linseed oil with 250ml spar varnish = Danish oil 

Linseed oil: also known as flaxseed oil or flax oil is a colorless to yellowish oil obtained from the dried, ripened 

seeds of the flax plant (Linum usitatissimum). The oil is obtained by pressing, sometimes followed by solvent 

extraction. Raw linseed oil is the base oil, unprocessed and without driers or thinners. It is mostly used as a 

feedstock for making a boiled oil. It does not cure sufficiently well or quickly to be regarded as a drying oil. 

Raw linseed is sometimes used, such as for oiling cricket bats, when it is wished to increase surface friction, so 

as to give better ball control. In the past it was also used to treat leather flat belt drives to reduce slipping. 

Boiled linseed oil is a combination of raw linseed oil and metallic dryers (catalysts to accelerate drying). In the 

Medieval era, linseed oil was boiled with lead oxide (litharge) to give a product called boiled linseed oil. The 

lead oxide forms lead "soaps" (lead oxide is alkaline) which promotes hardening (polymerisation) of linseed oil 

by reaction with atmospheric oxygen. Heating shortens its drying time. 

Spar Varnish was originally developed for coating the spars of sailing ships. These formed part of the masts and 

rigging, so suffered a hard life in service. They were flexed by the wind loads they supported, attacked by sea 

and bad weather, and also suffered from UV degradation from long-term exposure to sunlight. The most 

important condition for such varnishes to resist was the mechanical flexing. This required a varnish that was 

flexible and elastic. Without elasticity, the varnish would soon crack, allowing water to penetrate to the wood 

beneath. At the time, varnish production was rudimentary and had only simple materials with which to work. It 

pre-dated the development of modern polymer chemistry. 

Method 2: Mix 500 ml polymerised Tung oil with 250 ml Polyurethane = Super Danish Oil 

Tung oil: The Tung oil tree originates in southern China and was cultivated there for Tung oil, but the date of 

cultivation remains unknown. Tung oil or China wood oil is a drying oil obtained by pressing the seed from the 

nut of the Tung tree (Vernicia fordii). Tung oil hardens upon exposure to air, and the resulting coating is 

transparent and has a deep, almost wet look. Used mostly for finishing/protecting wood, after numerous coats 

the finish can even look plastic-like. Since Tung oil has become popular as an environmentally friendly wood 

finish, some products labeled as "Tung oil" are actually blends containing other oils, varnishes, solvents, or 

chemical driers, and may even containing no Tung oil at all. Products labeled "Danish oil" may be Tung oil or 

they may be polymerized linseed oil. The product packaging will usually clearly state if it is pure Tung oil. 

Tung oil resists liquid water better than any other pure oil finish and does not darken noticeably with age and is 

claimed to be less susceptible to mould than linseed oil.  Most importantly, of all the oil finishes, Tung oil is the 

only drying oil that will polymerize 100% (completely harden). Linseed oil, for example, never completely 

hardens.  

Polyurethane: Polyurethane varnishes are typically hard, abrasion-resistant, and durable coatings. They are 

popular for hardwood floors but are considered by some wood finishers to be difficult or unsuitable for 

finishing furniture or other detailed pieces. Polyurethanes generally form a tougher film. Compared to simple 

oil or shellac varnishes, polyurethane varnish forms a harder, decidedly tougher and more waterproof film. For 

the purpose of this discussion Polyurethane is only recommended as and addition to the Tung oil for the 

preparation of the Super Danish Oil. 



I suggest you make the mixes in suitable amounts to finish your project to avoid “jelling” and store in air-tight 

containers. 

Spontaneous combustion 

Rags soaked with linseed oil stored in a pile are considered a fire hazard because they provide a large surface 

area for oxidation of the oil, which oxidises quickly and can produce HEAT during the curing process. The 

oxidation of linseed oil is an exothermic reaction, which accelerates as the temperature of the rags increases. 

When heat accumulation exceeds the rate of heat dissipation into the environment, the temperature increases 

and may eventually become hot enough to make the rags spontaneously combust. Therefore, many 

manufacturers list proper disposal practices for rags and other items used to apply the finish, such as disposal in 

a water filled container. 

Thanks to Nick for his regular contributions. 

 

Show and Tell 

Tuesday evening after the Committee Meeting. 

Horrie made this before he went on holidays and it’s first showing is here. 

 

 

 



 

In total contrast to the same theme………. The Immovable Table/by Jim Allen, 

Constructed from River Red Gum the top is a burl. Legs o/o 90x90 to 80x80 dar left square to 160mm 

down then tapered to 55mm on all sides, full length. Rail 105F x 30F to top of leg, tennoned on each end , 

mortice in leg to receive tennon.  3 spreaders screwed to underside of top. The top was morticed to 

receive tennons on top of legs.  An electric planer  was used to flatten and straighten burl with legs done 

on jointer. 

To complete the project all surfaces were sanded with abrasive paper, 80grit to 1200 grit,then given 3 

coats of 3parts Scandinavian oil to 1 part polyurethane. Finally waxed and buffed to satin finish. 

Jim 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernies trucks are getting bigger, pride of place in the Gallery 

 



 

 

NICKS SHUFFLEBOARD 
 

The box shown on tonight’s S&T has a number of discs to play the name “shuffleboard”, see below. The board 

was made of Red Gum, while the box containing the 30 discs was made of Wenge, Millettia laurentii is a 

legume tree from Africa and native to the Republic of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, 

Gabon and Equatorial Guinea. The species is listed as "endangered" in the IUCN Red List, principally due to 

destruction of its habitat and over-exploitation for timber. Other names sometimes used for wenge include 

African rosewood, faux ebony, dikela, mibotu, bokonge, and awong. The wood's distinctive color is 

standardized as a "wenge" color in many systems. Wenge is a tropical timber, very dark in color with a 

distinctive figure and a strong partridge wood pattern. The wood is heavy and hard, suitable for flooring and 

staircases.  

Several musical instrument makers employ wenge in their products. Alembic Guitars have used this wood on 

numerous occasions for custom instruments. Mosrite used it for bodies of their Brass Rail models. Ibanez and 

Cort use it for the five-piece necks of some of their electric basses. Warwick electric basses use FSC sourced 

wenge for fingerboards and necks as of 2013. Conklin Guitars and Basses makes use of wenge for bodies, 

fingerboards and necks. Crush drums use it on their limited reserve wenge drum kit. It is also used by Yamaha 

as the center ply of their Absolute Hybrid Maple drums.[2] 

The wood is popular in segmented woodturning (keep an eye on our secretary!!) because of its dimensional 

stability and color contrast when mixed with lighter woods such as maple. This makes it especially sought after 

in the manufacture of high-end wood canes. 

 The 30 discs are made of Jarrah. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fabaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cameroon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatorial_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endangered_species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_Red_List_endangered_species_(Plantae)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Over-exploitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andira_inermis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alembic_Inc.&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosrite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibanez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwick_(bass_guitar)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_Stewardship_Council
http://www.conklinguitars.com/index.html
http://crushdrum.com/drumsets/limited-reserve-birch/limited-reserve-wenge/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millettia_laurentii#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Segmented_turning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walking_stick


 

     

 

Fruit Bowl made from 12mm Pine Plywood by Kim 

 

 



For Sale 

 

• 1 Melamine laundry cupboard  approx. W:450 H:1800 L:400 with three shelves 

 $35.00 

• with thanks: 

• Nick Dykshoorn 

 

 

 

 

For Sale 2
nd

 owner new starter motor and  radiator 

 See Bernie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Fetherston.. 


