
  

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing information below regarding general housekeeping below. 

Housekeeping 

 

New tools have been purchased and hung behind the workbench, as a shadow board has been made please 

return when finished. 

The Woodworm 
      December 2017    

 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Management Committee of the 

Manning-Great Lakes Woodworkers Inc. 

Some important dates for your calendar 

Bunnings BBQ last one for the year, Friday 22nd December 

        General Club Duty Roster  
                       December 

                                                                      Kim/Warwick/Peter 

          January 

      Kim so far 

                       Gallery Roster 

      

     Dec 23rd Lindsay 

               Dec 30th Peter 

       

            Please make sure you read the minutes of the meeting when you get them. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell will now be 
presented on Tuesday 
evenings following the 
committee/general meeting 

 

Social Night at Club West 

In January 2nd is not gazetted 
as too close to New Years day 

Some members will attend 
just the same 



 Members must remember to clean up after themselves when using the machinary, especially the new Linisher. 

* Gallery - rostering details in Woodworm, and on calender in the club. 

* Workshop duty roster - to look after new members. 

* Gallery and external Club activities - wear club shirts or name tags. 

* Club name badge requests to Bernie, club shirts & jackets see WorkWise. 

Saturdays are being well attended, don’t forget to bring in food to use on the BBQ. 

Remember the last Saturday of the month will be a club sponsored Sausage sizzle, so come along and bring 

your project and appetite, just giving a bit back to the members. 

Fun Stuff Around the Club 

 

Peter and his second toolbox Roger, I think holding flowers that the MGLWoodworkers 

  Presented to Robyn on Sat, thanks for all you do. 

     

Xmas Dinner 

Xmas Party dinner was well attended, we had a total of 32 members and guests, the club kept the food coming 

at reasonable intervals. There was nibblies on the tables to help suppress any hunger pains, the MGLW also 

provided a selection of red/white wines for the tables. Feedback from the night was that everybody had a great 



time. There is already talk of next years Xmas dinner and we will be considering offering alternative venues or 

activities to the members well before we need to book anywhere. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    



 



 

More Fun Stuff 

 

Read the overview of this next project before scrolling down, the woodworker is from 

Maitland and I saw this and took photos at a car show 3 years ago, I didn’t know then that 

I would be a woodworker then. 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Challenging Projects 

Might have to borrow Lindsay’s tractor for the segmental bowl.  

 

 



 

 

 

 



Tech Stuff 

A FINISH YOU WON’T BELIEVE! 

This is for the wood turners who have not tried the Rustins Danish Oil finish following the next process. As 

discussed before, many wood turners use “Ubeaut EEE” followed by “Glow” and are quite happy with the 

finish. And rightly so because that finish is easy to achieve and the result is quickly pleasing in short time. 

But I challenge you to try what is recommended below. It will mean that you buy or borrow Rustins Danish Oil. 

It takes time to apply and achieve what I claim will be stunning. It will also challenge your patience. It will 

challenge you to follow instructions. So when do you use it? 

Timbers: it will work on most timbers but best on hard close grain wood, like many of the Eastern 

Australian hardwoods, slow growing inland and desert hardwoods, and particularly HARD wood.  

Tools:  work with the best tools (gouges and skews etc.) and start and maintain them very sharp to obtain 

the optimum turning finish to start off with at the highest safe speed your project allows. 

Sanding: get a good quality, supple, cloth backed abrasive. Firstly reduce the turning speed. If it is too 

high, your abrasive will simply skip over the top of the grain, will get hot and damage the surface of your 

project. If it feels hot on the fingers, either reduce the speed or use a piece of leather between the back of the 

abrasive and the finger tips. Do not apply unnecessary pressure; let the abrasive do the job. When the abrasive 

clogs up the abrasive either tap it in front of the dust extractor or use a new piece. Do not keep sanding till the 

back of the cloth is exposed. Be generous with the abrasive. Depending on the finish from your tools, start 

sanding with a grit that will eliminate the main scratches or other irregularities. Use as many grits available to 

you, the more the better but do not skip any. Depending on the project, the timber and the size, go up to the 

highest grit possible. I suggest that 400 grit is the minimum but remember this is your CHALLENGE. 1200, 

1500, 2000 and 2400 will make a difference. Do remove the dust from the last grit form the timber before using 

the next higher grit. You may find after some grit some fine scratches you have not seen before. Go back one or 

more grits and start again. Remember: PATIENCE. On special timbers of small size you could continue with 

“Micromesh” of up to 12000 grit but, when using the higher grit, slow down your lathe speed. “Micromesh” is 

rubber backed and is applied with minimum pressure as the rubber will melt at higher speeds. 

Application: use a soft brush or clean cotton cloth to apply the oil. Avoid synthetics. Ensure that there are no 

buttons, zips or hems. (Sewing threads can be hard and uneven cotton pads can cause scratching on you fine 

sanding finish). As several applications are required; use a clean cloth every time. Let the used cloths dry or 

store in a closed jar. When disposing of the cloth, wet it first. Cloths with oils can become flammable or start 

spontaneous combustion.  

Buffing: when your project is ready for buffing, you can use clean cotton cloths or buffing wheels. I have 

used off cuts from sheep skin car seats, the colour does not matter. Sheep skin is gentle on the timber and can be 

applied at higher speeds. The speed depends on the size of the project and the softness or dryness of the oil. Do 

not use sheep skin from the farm as it may contain burrs and/or grass seeds that will scratch. 

So why do all this? 

• Do you like a challenge? 

• Do you wish the best finish for your time spent? 

• Is it worth the money spent on that beautiful, rare or exotic expensive wood? 



• Have you seen a project in Show-and-Tell and you wondered how that finish was achieved? 

• Why not? Is “she’ll be right” allright? 

As most Danish Oils (and others) will jell up after some time, it will become useless. To avoid this from 

happening you have several options. Use it often so it won’t jell, see item one, shake the tin often, decant small 

amounts in small class containers  but keep them filled up to the top, remove the air in the tin by filling up with 

marbles. The marbles will be handy when shaking the tin. 

IF EMPTYING A WINE BLADDER IS A PROBLEM, CALL FOR HELP. YOU WILL GET PLENTY OF 

VOLUNTEERS.  

A similar process can be applied to non-turning projects except buffing will be more time consuming. 

Enjoy!  Nick. (one of the volunteers) 

Show and Tell 

Tuesday evening after the Committee Meeting. 

 

 

Bernies Book Box with decorative logo great effect with the pages. 

      

 

 

 

 

 



Ivan’s collection , a vase with cutout and reshaping plus his signature dish Intarsia

 

  



Geoff Ayling’s Vase in Jacaranda and a dish in Leatherwood. 

 

 



Kim’s bowl unknown species with some spalding. 

    

Nick’s-  Rosewood 

Rosewood (dysoxylum fraserianum), or Rose Mahogany. Mature trees can grow up to 57 metres (200 ft) in 

height, with a trunk up to 3.5 metres (11 ft) in diameter. Rosewood is one of the most common trees in 

subtropical rainforests of Australia. It is a typical long-lived, slow-growing and shade-tolerant climax species. It 

has been extensively logged for its fragrant red timber.  

 

left, Rosewood, Comboyne NSW by Peter Woodard (Wikipedia), right potpourri bowl with hummingbird lid by 

Nick Dykshoorn. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subtropical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainforests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shade-tolerant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climax_vegetation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climax_species


Timbers from some outback trees often show a distinct difference between the sapwood and the heartwood. 

However the sapwood is much paler and changes colour gradually to the heartwood which is light to dark 

brown and durable, with a distinctive odour similar to that of a rose, fine uniform texture.  

Some trees produce timber that contains an oil which tends to “sweat” from the wood causing blotchy surfaces 

with finishes. The timber is popular for making furniture, carving and joinery. 

 

 

 

 

Kim Fetherston.. 


